Application No. 10/673,155 

Reply to Office Action of May 16, 2005 . 

IN THE CLAIMS 
Please amend the claims as follows: 
Claims 1-28 (Cancelled). 

Claim 29 (Currently Amended): A shaft including a shank comprising: 
a large diameter portion; 

a splined portion engaged with a fitting member, said splined portion including a 
plurality of splines and a plurality of grooves which diametrically converge at a position 
spaced from the large diameter portion in the axial direction of the shaft; 

a tapered portion which stops the fitting member and which is located adjacent the 
large diameter portion, wherein the tapered portion which stops the fitting member includes a 
curved transitional portion contiguous therewith and reduces the diameter of the shank in the 
space between the splined portion and the large diameter portion to a minimum diameter at 
the transitional portion which is greater than that of the splined portion at the position where 
the plurality of splines and the plurality of grooves diametrically converge; and 

a further portion adjacent the position where the plurality of splines and the plurality 
of grooves diametrically converge in the spac e b e tw ee n th e splin e d portion and th e tap e r e d 
portion , wherein the further portion reduces the diameter of the shank from that of the 
minimum diameter of the transitional portion of the tapered portion which stops the fitting 
member to that of the splined portion at the position where the plurality of splines and the 
plurality of grooves diametrically converge , and wh e rein th e furth e r portion compris e s at 
l e ast two curv e d portions . 

Claim 30 (New): A shaft including a shank comprising: 
a large diameter portion; 
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a splined portion engaged with a fitting member, said splined portion including a 
plurality of splines and a plurality of grooves which diametrically converge at a position 
spaced from the large diameter portion in the axial direction of the shaft; 

a tapered portion which stops the fitting member and which is located adjacent the 
large diameter portion, wherein the tapered portion which stops the fitting member includes a 
curved transitional portion contiguous therewith and reduces the diameter of the shank in the 
space between the splined portion and the large diameter portion to a minimum diameter at 
the transitional portion which is greater than that of the splined portion at the position where 
the plurality of splines and the plurality of grooves diametrically converge; and 

a further portion in the space between the splined portion and the portion which stops 
the fitting member, wherein the further portion is separated from the curved transitional 
portion by at least a change in slope and reduces the diameter of the shank from that of the 
minimum diameter of the transitional portion of the tapered portion which stops the fitting 
member to that of the splined portion at the position where the plurality of splines and the 
plurality of grooves diametrically converge. 
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